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The 
Bamiléké

Royal 
Throne



A true emblem of power and royalty 

among the Bamiléké people of Cameroon, 

this throne, carved in wood and adorned 

with colorful beads or cowrie shells, 

symbolizes authority, wisdom, and a 

connection with the ancestors. Used 

during enthronement ceremonies and 

royal councils, it is a central element of 

Bamiléké tradition.

The Bamiléké Royal 
Throne

The Carved Elephant Horns

These wooden sculptures placed around the 

royal throne represent the strength, 

wisdom, and protection of the chief. The 

elephant, the totem animal of the Bamiléké

kings, evokes the power and continuity of 

authority, while serving as a link between 

the world of the living and that of the 

ancestors.



1. Symbolism and Function of the 

Royal Throne.

● The throne is a symbol of the king’s 

(fo) authority and legitimacy, 

representing his connection with 

ancestors and spiritual forces.

● It is generally placed in the royal 

palace, in a specific hall reserved for 

audiences and rituals.

● It also serves as a point of 

communication with the ancestors, 

reinforcing the spiritual importance of 

the leader.

2. Materials and Manufacturing Techniques

● Traditionally carved from wood, often iroko wood, known for its 

durability.

● Covered with colorful glass beads, cowries, or precious fabrics 

(Ndop or leopard skin), adding an aesthetic and symbolic 

dimension

● The motifs and figures represented can include:

○ Totem animals (elephant, panther, snake, lion, 

tortoise) symbolizing the power and wisdom of the chief.

○ Human figures representing the royal entourage and 

warriors.

3. Ritual and Political Use

● During enthronement ceremonies, the chief is seated on the 

throne to affirm his assumption of power.

● It is also used during major royal council meetings and important 

rituals, such as ancestor celebrations and traditional dances.

● Some thrones are passed down from generation to generation, 

reinforcing dynastic continuity.



The Beaded-

Handled 

Horsehair 

Whisk



The Beaded-Handled Horsehair Whisk
A refined object often carried by Bamiléké chiefs and dignitaries, it is both a symbol of 

power and a ritual instrument. The horsehair whisk symbolizes the majesty and 

authority of the king, while its richly decorated handle, adorned with colorful beads, 

enhances its prestige and connection with the ancestors.Traditionally used in royal 

ceremonies, ritual dances, and grand gatherings, it serves to bless subjects and ward 

off evil spirits. Each color and beaded pattern on the handle holds a specific meaning, 

ranging from wisdom to spiritual protection.Both a functional object and a symbol of 

command, the beaded-handled horsehair whisk is an essential element of Bamiléké

heritage, embodying the elegance and power of African royalty.



Leopard Skin



Peau de léopard
Leopard skin symbolizes cunning. At the foundation of the so-called Bamiléké

kingdoms in the 15th century, the western region of Cameroon, characterized 

by highlands, was rich in wildlife, including large predators like lions and 

panthers (leopards). Bringing back such an animal as a hunter or a community 

member granted a privileged position in the kingdom. In most cases, they 

could receive a noble title or a valuable gift as a reward, especially if it was a 

panther (leopard).Moreover, the captured animal’s head and particularly its 

skin were preserved as marks of valor and passed down as a family heirloom 

from generation to generation. Thus, these skins became major indicators of 

bravery, power, and a means of rapid social ascension.



The Red, White, etc. Feather Hat -

Bamiléké





The Red, White, etc. Feather Hat -

Bamiléké
The Bamiléké Feathered Hat

The Bamiléké feathered hat, known as the Juju Hat or Tyn

Hat, is a royal and spiritual accessory used by the 

Bamiléké of Cameroon. It symbolizes prestige, power, and 

beauty, playing a central role in traditional 

ceremonies.Used in royal ceremonies and traditional 

dances, this circular hat made of natural feathers is a 

symbol of prestige and spiritual power. Today, it is highly 

valued in the fashion and interior design world while 

remaining a fundamental element of Bamiléké heritage.



Manufacturing and Materials : The hat is made from natural feathers carefully assembled on a raffia or woven bamboo base.

● The feathers are dyed in bright or natural colors before being affixed to a circular structure.

● A foldable mechanism allows the hat to be closed when not in use, making it easy to transport and store.

● Artisans carefully select the feathers to create a harmonious effect and fluid texture.

Significance and Symbolism

● Power and Social Status: The Juju Hat is worn by chiefs, dignitaries, and warriors during important ceremonies.

● Spiritual Connection: It represents the strength of the ancestors and the protective energy of spirits.

● Elegance and Prestige: It is a symbol of beauty and distinction, often associated with royal attire.

Use in Ceremonies

The feathered hat is worn during:

● The enthronement of chiefs

● Cultural festivals and ritual dances

● Weddings and grand celebrations

● Funerals of high-ranking personalities



The Ndop Fabric



Ndop Fabric
A royal Bamiléké fabric dyed with indigo, 

Ndop is adorned with geometric patterns 

carrying deep meanings. Each pattern 

represents values such as continuity, 

harmony, and spiritual protection. 

Reserved for elites and important 

ceremonies, this textile embodies Bamiléké

cultural heritage.

Uses and Functions of Ndop

The Ndop is a sacred fabric used in various contexts.:

● In royalty: Worn by kings, traditional chiefs, and dignitaries during important 

ceremonies.

● In rituals and funerals: Used to cover high-ranking deceased individuals, ensuring 

their passage to the spiritual world.

● In traditional clothing: Transformed into ceremonial garments to mark prestige and 

nobility.

● In decoration: Ndop adorns thrones, royal seats, and ritual objects.

Préservation et Influence Moderne

● Ndop is now a symbol of cultural identity for the Bamiléké people.

● It is highly sought after by collectors and fashion designers, who integrate it into 

contemporary fashion.

● Efforts are being made to preserve artisanal manufacturing techniques, threatened by 

modernization and the scarcity of traditional dyers.



Conclusion

Ndop fabric is much more than just a textile; it 

tells the story, spirituality, and social hierarchy 

of the Bamiléké people. Through its patterns 

and indigo dye, it remains a symbol of prestige 

and a connection to the ancestors.

The Patterns of Ndop Fabric and Their Meaning

Ndop is a traditional Bamiléké fabric dyed with indigo, recognizable by its white 

geometric patterns created using a resist-dyeing technique. These patterns are not 

chosen randomly; they carry deep cultural, social, and spiritual significance.

Use and Transmission of Patterns

● Ndop patterns are generally reserved for royal families and dignitaries.

● Each pattern conveys a message and a cultural heritage passed down 

through generations.

● During important ceremonies (weddings, enthronements, funerals), Ndop is 

worn as a symbol of respect and continuity.



Cameroonian National 
Football Jersey



Cameroonian National Football Jersey

The jersey of Cameroon’s national football team is iconic and reflects the national 

colors. Traditionally, the home jersey is green with red and yellow accents, representing 

the Cameroonian flag. The away jersey is often white or red, with similar design 

elements.For the 2022 World Cup, the sportswear brand One All Sports designed the 

official jerseys of the Indomitable Lions. The home jersey is mainly green, while the 

away jersey is white. These jerseys feature the emblem of the Cameroonian Football 

Federation (FECAFOOT) and the iconic Indomitable Lion.



Cowries



Cowries (small white shells) and 

colorful beads are not just 

decorative elements; they 

symbolize wealth, power, and 

spiritual protection. Used on 

thrones, masks, and royal 

garments, they reflect Bamiléké

prestige and social hierarchy.

Cowries and Beads in Bamiléké Art
Cowries: Symbols of Wealth and Protection

Cowries (small white shells) are omnipresent in Bamiléké art, especially on 

thrones, masks, royal garments, and statues.

Meanings and Uses:

•Wealth and Power: Before the introduction of Western currencies, cowries 

were used as a medium of exchange in Africa, symbolizing prosperity and 

fortune.

•Royal Legitimacy: Only chiefs and dignitaries could own objects adorned with 

cowries, marking their high status.

•Spiritual Protection: Associated with mystical forces and ancestors, cowries 

were used as talismans to ward off evil spirits and ensure the king’s protection.

•Fertility and Continuity: The shape of the cowrie resembles the female 

reproductive organ, making it a symbol of fertility and the perpetuation of the 

royal lineage.



Traditional ceremonial 
attire



Refined and richly embroidered, these outfits made of Ndop fabric or velvet illustrate 

the social status and cultural identity of the Bamiléké and Tikar peoples. Worn during 

weddings, funerals, and enthronements, they are often accompanied by accessories 

such as beaded necklaces and royal scepters.These works of art are living witnesses to 

African heritage and the history of the Bamiléké and Tikar peoples. By exhibiting them, 

the city of Rockland celebrates the cultural richness of Africa and highlights the 

importance of passing down traditions through art.

The Traditional Outfits of the 

Bamiléké and Tikar



Mortar and 
pestle



Mortar and pestle

The mortar is a container used to grind materials into paste 

or powder using a pestle, a more or less cylindrical 'mobile' 

(or striking) element. Mortars and pestles are often made of 

wood. The word 'mortar' comes from the Latin mortarium, 

while 'pestle' derives from the Latin verb pilare, meaning 'to 

press firmly'.



Elephant 
Mask



Elephant Mask

Beaded fabric masks are found throughout the 

Grasslands of Cameroon. Among the Bamiléké people 

of Cameroon, the elephant is the most important 

dance mask. It embodies the king.



Traditional outfits:

1. Ceremonial outfit from 
the Northwest of 
Cameroon.

2. Ndop ceremonial 
outfit of the Bamiléké
people of Cameroon.

3. Traditional outfit 
(kaba) worn by the 
majority of
Cameroonian tribes.
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